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MONEY EARMARKED FOR STATE FISH AND WILDLIFE PROGRAMS 
TOPS OUARTER BILLION DOLLARS 

Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lujan today announced 

state fish and wildlife agencies will share $270 million in 

Federal excise taxes paid by America's hunters and anglers. 

that 

The 

funds will be-made available through preliminary apportionments 

of two Federal aid programs administered by the Department's U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service. 

"Generations of American hunters and anglers have 

demonstrated their long-term support of fish and wildlife 

conservation programs, 1t said Service Director John Turner. "They 

were among the first to form organizations to promote fish and 

wildlife issues and have voluntarily contributed millions of 

dollars to programs that protect habitat and conduct research on 

the needs of wildlife. Such efforts have helped preserve healthy 

and abundant populations of many native wildlife species for all 

of us to enjoy." 

"These outsdoorsmen and -women have also sponsored and 

taught safety and education courses. In fact, I am delighted to 

report that the 20 millionth individual recently graduated from 

the hunter education program," Turner said. 

The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act (Pittman- 

Robertson Act), signed in 1937, and the Federal Aid in Sport Fish 
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Restoration Act (Dingell-Johnson Act), signed in 1950, 

collectively have raised over $2 billion, all earmarked for state 

fish and wildlife programs and used to fund land acquisition, 

habitat improvement, research, and education. 

The preliminary apportionment for wildlife restoration and 

hunter education programs for fiscal year 1992 is $127,600,000. 

This money is derived from an 11-percent excise tax on sporting 

arms and ammunition, a lo-percent tax on pistols and revolvers, 

and an ll-percent tax on certain archery equipment. One-half of 

the tax on handguns and archery equipment is available for state 

hunter education programs. 

The preliminary apportionment for sport fish restoration for 

fiscal year 1992 totals $142,600,000. This money comes from a 

lo-percent excise tax on fishing equipment and a 3-percent tax on 

electric trolling motors and sonar fish finders. The llWallop- 

Breaux" expansion legislation of 1984 increased the tax base for 

sport fish restoration to include a portion of the Federal 

motorboat fuels tax and import duties on fishing tackle and 

pleasure boats. 

Distribution of sport fish restoration funds to the states 
is based on the land and water area and the number of fishing 
license holders in each state. Wildlife restoration funds are 
made available based on land area and the number of hunting 
license holders in each state. Distribution of hunter education 
funds is based on the relative population of each state. 

The attached tables show the allocation of the preliminary 
apportionment for fiscal year 1992. The final apportionments 
will be announced in the spring of 1992. 
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PRELIMINARY APPORTIONMENT OF FEDERAL AID IN WILDLIFE 
RESTORATION FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1992 
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PRELIMINARY APPORTIONMENTS OF FEDERAL AID IN SPORT FISH 
RESTORATION FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1992 
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